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11. PUNISHING trasting two systems of long
OP APOSTATES WITH duration, to judge of their ehu-
DEATH.                     racter from their conduct, we

must not take the opinions of a
certain period of the one as the
test by which we shall rate the
whole course of the other. Let
us go back three centuries, when
rival fires were being lighted
by Christians to burn the bodies
of other Christians, and who
would have dreamt of bringing
this law as a charge against
Islam1? I have already said that
religion includes country, con-
sequently this law is the law of
treason. As to its abolition
having any effect in influencing
religious opinion, I utterly deny
it. If there was a disposition
towards conversion, it would be
thereby increased, and almost
without exception ; the in-
stances, rare as they are, of its
application, have been those of
Christians who first apostatised
and then relapsed. However,
this law, by what I must call a
most cowardly, us well as ill-
judged, violence on the part of